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From the Desk of Pam Ward,  
Executive Director 

{ǳƳƳŜǊ ƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŘƻƻǊǎǘŜǇǎΗ LΨƳ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ 
pleasant weather we are having. This is very much like the feeling 
of renewal the staff and I experience when we have the 
opportunity to get to know you better. Our Make Me a Star Cafés 
have provided a wonderful informal setting for us to work with you 
and to meet your individual training needs. In addition, the lending 
library interactions allow us to meet face to face and learn more 
about what you do.  Approximately 175 providers responded to our 
recent training survey which provided us with yet another way to 
assess your needs and learn more about you. Our mission is to 
ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ 
serve you. With that in mind please remember that we appreciate 
your input on anything at any time.  

Training Survey Completed 
Many thanks to all who participated in our training survey! Your 
free book is in the mail. The winner of the free tub of educational 
toys is Christie McCleod from South Boardman. You may view a 
more detailed summary of the survey on our web site.  

In a nutshell:  

The average number of years of experience for child care 
providers in our region is 14.5, and overwhelmingly you told us 
you are ready for advanced training.  

Hot topics included: Kindergarten Readiness, Curriculum 
Planning, Guidance and Discipline, Serving Children with Special 
Needs, Oral Language Development, and Staying Healthy While 
Caring for Children.  

You prefer special topic, one-time trainings, and you also would 
like more online and correspondence courses.  

Eighty participants said they prefer the small groups we have 
established through Make Me a Star.  

Our Training Coordinator will be using these results to plan future 
trainings.  

Resource Guide for Parents of Preschoolers  
The Resource Center partnered with MomStyle News to research, 
develop and produce an extensive resource guide for parents of 
young children. In the past the guide was for Grand Traverse, 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Reach for the stars and join the Make Me a Star program. This 
unique provider support program is open to all licensed group 
homes, family homes, and centers. Make Me a Star participants 
meet monthly for trainings, discussion groups, and to learn how to 
raise the quality of child care they provide. The program is free for 
all providers.  

 
Make Me a Star participants receive: 

CǊŜŜ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘŀƛƭƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ 

Ongoing support from a Child Care Specialist 

An opportunity to meet other providers  

Incentives and resources for your program 

Program assessments and other tools to improve your program 
 

Listed below are the current Make Me a Star locations and the contact person for each location. If 
you are interested in learning more about Make Me a Star or would like to join a group, please 
contact the Child Care Specialist listed below or call 800-968-4228. 

Kingsley, Traverse City, Lake Leelanau, Benzonia, Manistee 
Contact : Candice Case 
Phone Number: 231-941-7767 
E-mail: candicec@childcarenwmi.com 

Petoskey, Boyne City, Kalkaska 
Contact: Susan Chowen 
Phone Number: 231-547-9812 ext. 241 
E-mail: susanc@childcarenwmi.com 

Cadillac 
Contact: Paris Philo 
Phone Number: 231-876-3387 
E-mail: parisp@childcarenwmi.com 

Leelanau and part of Benzie County. With our support it has been expanded to the 10-county region we 
serve. These free guides (Traverse Bay TOTS) are being distributed throughout the region and are also 
available at our office. Please contact us if you can help distribute them in your community or suggest 
distribution sites.  

DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ !ƴƴƻǳƴŎŜǎ ƴŜǿ άhŦŦƛŎŜ ƻŦ DǊŜŀǘ {ǘŀǊǘ- 9ŀǊƭȅ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘέ 

The Office of Great Start ς Early Childhood will be the administrative home and decision-making authority 
for all public programs and resources for young children. We view this as cause for celebration! It shows 
that our state is recognizing the importance of giving every child a great start in life. Watch for more 
information as this rolls out.  

(Continued from page 2) 
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Signs of Autism Training Offered in Manistee 
This training will teach you the signs of autism and offer you suggestions for how to talk with parents of 
children you may be concerned about. This class is presented by Rene Beyette, Pine Rest Therapist and 
Early Childhood Consultant. This training is open to anyone who may be interested in this topic.  

* This training is free but registration is required. Register at www.greatstartconnect.org.  

Thursday, June 30,  6:30 ς 8:30 p.m.   Manistee ISD  

Child Care Administration Class to be Offered in August 
Child Care Connections will be offering the 30-hour Child Care Administration 
class. This will be an intensive 4-day training beginning Thursday evening and 
concluding Sunday at noon. Taught by Lisa Morley, this course meets the 
state licensing requirements for Child Care Center or Group Home Directors.  

* The cost for this training is  $185 and includes lunch and dinner on full class days.  If 
interested in attending please call 231-941-7767.   

Thurs Aug 11thτSunday, August 14th Thurs evening, all day Fri. & Sat, Sunday until noon 
        Traverse City, location TBD 

This training is tentatively scheduled to be repeated on four consecutive weekends in the spring of 2012.  

Tools for Tots: Sensory Strategies for Toddlers and Preschoolers  
This workshop is designed to offer practical sensory strategies which improve the ability of toddlers and 
young children to play and function in their various daily environments. A variety of sensory activities and 
environmental strategies will be highlighted using hands-on participation and videos of typical tots. Each 
participant will receive a Tools for Tots: Sensory Strategies for Toddlers and Preschoolers book, which will 
be used throughout the training. This is a full-day course.  

* Free for educators/professionals from the TBAISD five-county service area. $75 for those from outside the TBAISD 
service area. 

Thursday, August 11   9:00am-5:00pm   Grand Traverse Resort in Acme 

Visit our web site to access the flyer with complete registration information. This training is sponsored by 
the TBAISD.  

Creative Curriculum Training for Family Child Care Providers 
Are you looking for a high quality, hands-on curriculum to use in your family 
child care setting? Creative Curriculum is the gold standard of curricula used 
in preschools across the country, and now they have developed a 
curriculum for family child care providers. This new curriculum recognizes 
the unique nature of family child care and can be used with children of all 
ages.  The training will be geared specifically to family child care providers.  Participants in the training  
receive a copy of the Creative Curriculum guide (valued at $100) which includes an extensive tool called 
ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ DŀƳŜǎέ ǿƛǘƘ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜƴŘ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦ 
* Child Care Connections is providing this training at no cost to family child care providers in our region. Space is 
limited. Call 231-941-7767 to reserve your spot or register online at www.greatstartconnect.org. 

Phase One  

Friday, August 26th       Child Care Connections, Traverse City 

Saturday, August 27th     Child Care Connections, Traverse City 

(Continued on page 5) 

Training News 
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Phase two of the training will be a follow-up session at a date to be determined in the fall.   

CDA Preparation Class 
Each year Child Care Connections provides a Child Development Associate (CDA) Program. This training, 
which runs throughout the school year, covers the 120 hours required to meet the National CDA 
standards. We also assist students in completing their portfolios and preparing for the verification visit. 
Many schools and child care programs require their teachers and assistants to have this training. We are 
now collecting names for people interested in taking this course beginning in the fall of 2011. There is 
scholarship money available to qualified candidates from the TEACH program to assist with the application 
fee, after completion of the course.  
* The cost for this training is  $450  plus a $325 application fee paid to the CDA National Council..  If you are 
interested in the class or have questions please contact our Training Coordinator, Mary Sue Wilkinson at 941-7767.  
 

Early Childhood Investigations ς A Great Resource for High Quality Webinars and Online Training 
Visit http://www.earlychildhoodwebinars.org/  for excellent webinars and online training. This FREE 
resource offers access to national experts in the field of early childhood. Webinars are archived so even if 
you miss the live session you can view the training at a later time. Check it out! 

(Continued from page 4) 
 

Requests for Training 
Does your staff have a specific training need? Contact Mary Sue Wilkinson, Child Care Connections 
Training Coordinator, to discuss your needs and explore possibilities. Child Care Connections serves a 10-
county region. The training budget is limited, and we cannot guarantee training will be scheduled; 
ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ Řƻ ƻǳǊ ōŜǎǘΦ ²Ŝ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ ǊƻǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŀ ōǊƻŀŘ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
of developed training topics. In order to serve your individual needs, trainings may be customized and/or 
created based on your request. Please understand that this may require additional time in order to assure 
quality. CEU requests must be submitted one month prior to training.  

Lending Library Workshops 
Lending Library Workshops are free trainings that focus on a theme. These 
workshops offer a hands-on experience that will introduce you to the resources 
available in our Lending Library, contribute to your knowledge of child development 
and offer suggestions for how to use the materials available. These workshops do 
ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ŀǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǊǎΤ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ /9¦Ωǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ !ƭƭ [ŜƴŘƛƴƎ [ƛōǊŀǊȅ 
Workshops are held at Child Care Connections in Traverse City and run from  
6:30 ς 8:30 pm. You must register in advance at www.greatstartconnect.org.  

July 13, 2011:   Water Play and Water Safety  
August 10, 2011:  Robots and Space 

Would you like to receive email updates about training opportunities? Do we have your email 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΚ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǊǾŜȅΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƭƛǎǘΦ LŦ ƴƻǘΣ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ŀ ŎŀƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ 
send you email reminders about upcoming trainings and other valuable information. 
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Infant and Toddler Training Series 

Child Care Connections is offering four new training courses for providers with three different ways to 

take the course. All options meet Tier 2 training requirements.  

All courses require a $10 fee to be mailed to Child Care Connections prior to training.  

Infant and Toddler Development 

How much sleep does a three 

month old baby need? How 

does a nine month old child 

interact with others? Why is 

the two year old biting other 

children? This course offers an 

in depth look at physical 

development, gross and fine 

motor skills, intellectual, and 

language development as it 

applies to the 0-3 year old. 

 

Play to Learn 

How can sensory experiences 

ƘŜƭǇ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ōǊŀƛƴ 

development? Why do 

children want to hear the 

same stories over and over 

again? How can I find new 

ideas for things to do with 

children? This course 

discusses activities for the 0-3 

year old, taking basic ideas 

and expanding upon them as 

well as introducing new, engaging ideas to try. 

 

A Bright, Healthy Future 

When can babies start 

eating solid food? How 

can I easily include a 

child in meal 

preparations? How can 

I make the same old 

snacks and meals a 

little more healthy and 

exciting? This course 

provides health and nutrition information that is 

important to the promotion of healthy lifestyles 

as children build the foundation of lifelong 

habits. 

 

A Book a Day 

What are some fun 

activities that correspond 

with favorite books? How 

can I get a child to sit still 

long enough to read 

together? How does a 

child turn sound patterns 

from thoughts into words? 

This course looks at the 

literacy building blocks for 

infants and toddlers and includes basic statistical 

information, then identifies many ways to 

ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ōƻƻƪǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

everyday life. 
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There are three ways to participate in the infant and toddler training courses: 

Classroom method: Attend the class at Child Care Connections in Traverse City. Classroom sessions are 2 
ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ŦƻǊ Φн /9¦ΩǎΦ ό/9¦Ωǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ϸмл ŦŜŜ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ba/Φύ 

Play to Learn .......................................... Will be offered again in the fall 

A Bright, Healthy Future ........................ July 20, 2011,  6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Infant and Toddler Development .......... August 3, 2011,  6:30-8:30 p.m. 

A  Book a Day ......................................... August 24, 2011,  6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Correspondence Course: Register at www.greatstartconnect.org. Choose the Northwest Region. In the 

upper left hand corner of the page click on "Online". This will take you to a listing of all correspondence 

and online courses available. Register for the class. After you register you must send the $10 course fee to 

Child Care Connections. Please note the name of the course as well as "Correspondence" in the check 

memo. Once payment is received your course packet will be mailed with complete instructions for the 

course work. You will have 30 days to complete the course. Correspondence courses consist of three 

hours of training and qualify for .3 CEU's. (CEU's require an additional $10 fee payable to NMC.) 

Online: All four courses will be offered online beginning July 1, 2011. Watch our web site at 

www.childcarenwmi.com for further information on how to access the class. Online courses consist of 

ǘƘǊŜŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ŦƻǊ Φо /9¦ΩǎΦ ό/9¦Ωǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ Ϸмл ŦŜŜ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ba/Φύ 

S t r u g g l i n g   
ǿƛǘƘ ŀ /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ .ŜƘŀǾƛƻǊǎΚ  

Who ya gonna call? 

The Great Start Social Emotional Early Learning 
Program! 

For supports, assessments, and strategies for providers 
and their families contact:   

René Beyette at (231) 941-2244 x 8145 or  
e-mail rene.beyette@pinerest.org. 

This is a free service with funding provided  
by Child Care Connections. 

mailto:rene.beyette@pinerest.org
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Early Head START for Family Child Care Demonstration Project 

Early Head Start for Family Child Care (EHS for FCC) is a national demonstration project jointly coordinated at the 
Federal level by the Office of Head Start and the Office of Child Care and implemented through Zero to Three.  The 
purpose of the project is to design, implement and evaluate a replicable framework that supports a partnership 
between Early Head Start and child care through family child care. This project will increase quality for low-income 
children in family child care homes by leveraging comprehensive services. 

Goals 

The ultimate goals for the EHS for FCC project are: 

ǐ Higher quality care for low-income children in family child care homes 

ǐ Coordinated comprehensive services for families 

ǐ Support to increase capacity for family child care providers 

ǐ Strong partnerships that support coordinated service delivery in communities 

Overview 

This project involves 22 ARRA-funded Early Head Start grantees partnering with family child care in rural, urban, and 
suburban settings located throughout the country. A Child Care Partnership Coordinator (CCPC), identified by the 
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘŜŀƳΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ŜŀŎƘ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƻǊƪ ǇƭŀƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 
leading to outcomes identified in the framework. 

Northwest Michigan Community Action Agency (NMCAA) an ARRA-funded Early Head Start (EHS) program and the 
Traverse Bay/Manistee Area Great Start Collaborative (TBA/M GSC)  were selected as a team to develop a local model 
to increase Early Head Start and community capacity to provide comprehensive quality services to infants, toddlers, 
and the people who care for them. There are currently no EHS family child care partnerships in Northwest Michigan; 
however NMCAA has a successful history of developing Head Start partnerships. The EHS FCC project extends this 
opportunity to Family Child Care providers who care for EHS eligible children.  

The TBA/M GSC is invested in increasing capacity in the community for quality care for infants and toddlers as 
identified by their Economic Impact Study as vital to the region. This project aligns with the currently proposed Quality 
Rating System.  

The EHS FCC team is excited to have the support of the Regional Resource Center (RRC) to map and align trainings, 
resources, and supports needed by FCC to offer this option. With this vision the local team is designing pathways for 
providers to offer comprehensive services and support to community children as well as those eligible for EHS. It is 
expected that by the end of this project period we will be well on our way towards identifying specifically what it will 
take to offer these services to area families interested in family child care. Currently we are working towards efficiently 
and effectively cross training EHS and RRC staff to build their knowledge and skills. The goal of this training is to create 
a system that provides support to family child care providers whether they have an EHS eligible child or not. The RRC 
Infant Toddler Quality Improvement specialist is instrumental in this process and will assist any interested FCC provider 
who wishes to ŀǘǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǊŀǘƛƴƎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ wŀǘƛƴƎ {ȅǎǘŜƳ  

Later this summer, we anticipate actively recruiting FCC providers interested in becoming qualified EHS and quality 
enhanced infant toddler providers. If you are interested in participating in this initial group please contact Hillary Lang 
at the RRC (800-968-4228) or Vicky Arlt at NMCAA (800-632-7334). 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - TEAR OUT AND SAVE - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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Have you updated your profile recently? Use CONNECT, an easy to use 
system to help parents learn more about the details of your program.  


